VI                                        PREFACE.

In explaining the origin of articulate sounds, I have
so far departed from the usual method that I have not
attempted to arrange physiologically the entire series of
sounds employed in the most differing languages, but
rather, starting from the structure of the organs of
speech, to give a sketch of all possible articulate sounds.
I believe I have thus constructed a system in which
all known articulate sounds, and all those with which
we may hereafter become acquainted, will find a place.
Such a sketch could not, of course, be given without
reference to existing languages. The object has not been,
however, to enter into the field of discussion upon the
various modifications of sounds, but merely to bring
forward a sufficient number of examples in confirmation
of the laws explained, for which purpose the more nearly
related European languages are sufficient.

In taking this line, it has been possible to trace the
relations and capacity for combination of the various
articulate sounds. From this point of view, again,
we are enabled to discover the leading characteristics
in the manner of the employment of the organs of
speech (" accent") from the manner in which words
of the original language have changed in the period
of transition. I should have had much pleasure in
attempting to illustrate this interesting study in the
case of a single language, but the scope of the present
work rendered such an undertaking impossible* I must,